Electroretinograms and visual evoked potentials in long-term monocularly deprived cats.
The effects of long-term monocular lid-suture deprivation on visual-evoked cortical potentials (VEPs) and flash- and pattern-evoked electroretinograms (FERGs and PERGs, respectively) were assessed in the cat. VEPs were virtually eliminated when recorded with the deprived eye, indicating that the lid suture produced a severe amblyopia in that eye. In contrast, FERGs and PERGs were more similar for both deprived and nondeprived eyes and comparable to those recorded in normal animals. The current findings demonstrate that long-term deprivation (3-4 yr) does not produce systematic changes in the electroretinogram.